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What can we do to increase post-weaning growth and livability?

Multi-factor issue that requires the entire team to work together.

• Management factors
– Prewean management (colostrum intake, creep feeding)

– Increased weaning age

– Emphasize sanitation (farrowing house and nursery)

– Reduce management stressors (immunity, housing, environment, fill time etc.)

– Find and treat sick or fall-behind pigs promptly

• Dietary factors
– Right feed to the right pig at the right time

– ABC-4, highly digestible ingredients, lower CP with increased amino acid ratios to 
lysine, phytase, Zn and Cu, and other feed additives



Increasing post-weaning feed intake increases nursery ADG
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Increasing post-weaning feed intake improves intestine development
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Impact of type of creep feed  on mortality and removals
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Impact of mat feeding on mortality and removals
3 combined experiments using 9,403 nursery pigs
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Reducing groups filling a nursery will 
improve livability

Faccin et al., 2020
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Influence of weaning age on need for injectable antibiotics
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Increased sanitation to reduce stress

• Lower exposure to enterotoxigenic E. coli and other bacteria

• Decreasing environmental load is extremely important to not 
have buildup of E. coli and other bacteria over time.
– Floor, feeders, drinkers, chutes, etc.

• Thorough clean and drying

• Maximizing drying before placing next group

– Detergent and hot water are a must!

– Consider flaming, white-wash, extended downtime.



Impact of nursery sanitation on performance and diarrhea
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E. Coli before and after cleaning & disinfecting 
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62 Podcasts

Numerous Educational  
Materials

28 Fact Sheets

29 Short Videos

Improving Pig Survivability Project

********piglivability.or
g

Producer Tools

All available in Spanish!



International Conference on Pig Livability

November 5 – 6, 2025

********piglivability.org/

Hilton Omaha
Omaha, NE

Scan for more
information about

Pig Livability
********piglivability.org/2025-conference



Thank you

***.ksuswine.org


